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(l to r) James Shultz, Director of Army Programs and Field 
Systems for Bell Helicopter, Textron, Inc; Lieutenant Colonel 
Paul Cravey, Squadron Commander, 1-6 Air Cavalry Squadron 
in Fort Riley, Kansas; Col. Christopher Carlile, CCAD 
Commander and Lt. Col. Matthew Hannah, Kiowa Warrior 
Product Manager commemorate the completion of the first 
Wartime Replacement Aircraft OH-58D Kiowa Warrior. Photo 
by Kiana Allen

Army Returns the First Wartime Replacement 
Aircraft to the Fight

Corpus Christi, TX – The 
Army delivered the first 
OH-58D Kiowa Warrior 
upgraded under the Wartime 
Replacement Aircraft (WRA) 
Program to the Warfighter at a 
roll-out ceremony at Corpus 
Christi Army Depot on June 7, 
2012.  

CCAD Commander, Col. 
Christopher B. Carlile handed 
over the aircraft’s log books to 
Lt. Col Paul A. Cravey, 
Squadron Commander for the 

Air Cavalry Squadron from 
Fort Riley, Kansas during the 
ceremony in Hangar 44.  

The Wartime Replacement 
Aircraft Program is the Army’s 
initiative to replace OH-58D 
Kiowa Warriors, the primary air 
cavalry helicopter. The Army is 
aggressively pursuing ways to 
sustain the fleet and is looking 
to its industrial base and the 
entire Aviation Enterprise to 
support ongoing fleet upgrades 
that address obsolescence, 

improve reliability, increase 
capability and put OH-58Ds 
back in the fight.  

The Army is approved for a 
complete fleet of 368 of 
OH-58D Kiowa Warriors. 
Since production of the KW 
ended in 1999, increasing the 
number of 58Ds to the soldier 
is crucial at a time when cost-
effective measures are critical.  
The Army recognizes the cost-
saving opportunities from 

By CCAD Public Affairs

WRA, see pg. 5
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Robots Revolutionize Army Aviation 
Maintenance at Depot
By Jaclyn Nix, Public Affairs

Corpus Christi Army Depot 
introduced its sixth robotic metal 
spray unit to coat helicopter 
components better, faster and cost 
efficiently. 

The robotic metal spray booth 
mechanically bonds plasma spray 
to coat aircraft components. 
Instead of CCAD artisans 
machining metal onto a part, 
existing components can be 
restored and put back into service.

The plasma consists of a high 
heat source, gas and a metallic 
powder, which can be anything 
from aluminum to tungsten. The 
powder adheres and coats the 

component without harming the bare 
metal.

“Instead of throwing away the 
part, we prep it and do the thermal 
spray so you won’t lose the bare 
metal which costs the most,” said 
Juan Medrano, Senior Project 
Manager from Solzer Metco, a 
coating solutions center.

“This is actually going to have 
return on investment of $2.6 million 
from an initial investment of $1.1 
million over a life span of 20 years,” 
said Lupe Lara, Mechanical 
Engineer.

Robotics have become a 
beneficial part of CCAD life since it 

reduces gun set-up time and 
rework while increasing employee 
safety.

Metal Operator, Darrell 
McIntyre says that the switch to 
robots has made the job go by 
faster and with more consistency.

About ten years ago, metal 
operators sprayed components by 
hand. They exposed themselves to 
hazardous conditions such as UV 
lighting and fumes from the 
plasma that required safety 
equipment from gloves to a full 
jacket, mask, safety glasses and 
ear plugs.

The operator would spray the 
components with multiple coats 
throughout the day, increasing the 
likelihood of human error with 
every coat.

“In the past we had to go in 
there manually to adjust all the 
positions every time we set up for 
a new part,” said McIntyre.  “Now 
we just punch a button, tell the 
system what part we got and the 
robot does the rest.”

The robotic metal spray unit 
can spray up to two and a half feet 
per second, making the job more 
accurate and faster than ever 
before.

“It’s speeding up the process 
because guys were having to work 
late but now that we have five 
booths we will be able to push 
through equipment and make 
deadlines,” said Lara. 

A better product that uses 
fewer resources and still comes 
out faster is business as usual for 
CCAD as they continually look 
for ways to improve the world of 
helicopter support.

MG Frank Turner III, Commanding General of the U.S. Army Security Assistance 
Command, is briefed by Ralph Molina, Special Process Division Chief, while 
getting to see the robotic metal spray unit close up. Photo by Kiana Allen

Robots, see pg. 5
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investing in its depots and their 
partnerships.  

The WRA Program is a joint 
effort with CCAD, the Armed 
Scout Helicopter (ASH) Project 
Office, the Aviation Field 
Maintenance Directorate 
(AFMD), and Bell Helicopter 
providing the Army a cost-
effective and efficient way to 
replenish lost aircraft. This 
aircraft, completed 7 weeks ahead 
of schedule, represents the first 
KW to be produced as part of that 
joint venture and is the first one 
to increase Army fleet density in 
over a decade.

"This is a significant 
milestone for our Army as we 
deliver the first Kiowa Warrior 
that replenishes the fleet under 
the Wartime Replacement 
Program," said Lt. Col. Matt 
Hannah, Product Manager for 

Kiowa Warrior helicopters. "This 
is the beginning of a bright future 
for our scout pilots and Army 
aviation. I am extremely proud of 
this team."

While fleet attrition continues 
to be a serious problem with an 
average of six lost per year, the 
Kiowa Warrior has logged more 
than 800,000 combat hours 
between Iraq and Afghanistan 
where it battles sand, snow and 
high altitudes. These war birds 
are life-saving assets for troops 
on the ground. The Army will 
rely on the OH-58D Kiowa 
Warrior as the primary air cavalry  
helicopter at least until 2025. 

The Army is replacing 
wartime losses suffered by the 
OH-58D fleet by taking “A” 
model cabins and upgrading them 
to “D” model cabins and 
capabilities. This is done through 

an element of the WRA program 
called the “A2D” conversion 
program.  

This A2D wartime 
replacement cabin was inducted 
at Bell Helicopter, Amarillo, TX 
facility for conversion in 
December 2010 and completed a 
year later.  The cabin was then 
delivered to CCAD in January 
2012 where CCAD completed 
final assembly operations and 
flight test.  

 The success of the WRA 
program process was proven with 
the completion of an earlier KW 
aircraft in December 2011.  
Because it did not increase the 
Kiowa Warrior fleet density, that 
aircraft was not classified as a 
WRA, but it was restored and 
served as the pilot for all future 
WRA production aircraft. 

WRA, cont.’d

Robots, cont.’d

A CCAD robotic metal spray 
operator shows the robot in action 
to MG Frank Turner III, 
Commanding General of the U.S. 
Army Security Assistance 
Command. Photo by Kiana Allen
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What has been your greatest CCAD 
achievement?
Achievements can be defined as 
something accomplished, especially by 
superior ability, special effort, great 
courage, etc. For me I find that 
achievement is much more than self 
accomplishments. Instead, I believe my 
greatest achievements have been to 
witness the success of those that I have 
had the opportunity to lead and their 
acknowledgement of my impact upon 
their career and growth. 

What is your personal professional motto?
I try and remind myself each day that yesterday’s successes are a thing of 
the past and tomorrow’s future begins today. Often times people find 
themselves living in the past, reminiscing old successes, and ultimately 
get entrapped with the status quo. In today’s ever changing market and 
competitors lurking in every corner we need to ensure we are continually 
striving for perfection. Many will argue and will be quick to tell you that 
perfection is unattainable, however; it was Vince Lombardi who said it 
best, “Perfection is not attainable, but if we chase perfection we can catch 
excellence.” As long as we as a workforce reject the status quo and 
continue to strive for perfection we will catch excellence along the way!

A brief description of your job
I am currently the Accessories Division Chief, which consists of four 
Hydraulic Branches, two Mechanical Branches, and currently piloting a 
Production Control Branch. The division is staffed with approximately 
200 employees and will be growing to about 240 by mid FY13. My team 
and I are responsible for managing nearly 417 prime programs, numerous 
line support programs, and average about 900 assets sold monthly. It is my 
responsibility to ensure that the Accessories Division stays committed to 
returning components back to the field with uncompromising quality, the 
lowest possible price, and the shortest possible turn around.  

Who has been your biggest influence at CCAD?
I have been very fortunate that I have had the opportunity to work with 
several individuals who have touched my life and personally added to 
my overall success. A FEW of the major contributors include my Father 
(Ricardo Rincon Sr), Gilbert Rodriguez Jr, Raul Morales, Lori Jones, 
Abe Benavides, Chenel Rouse, and recently Mr. Joseph Mitchell. While 
I could write a novel on each of them I would like to personally address 
the one who served as my coach for 7 years and has become a lifelong 
friend. For those who are unaware it was Lori Jones who took a vested 
interest early in my career and provided the tools I would need to 
improve upon existing techniques and procedures with the objective of 
maximizing overall depot efficiencies. She taught me the importance of 
approaching issues logically and analytically while maintaining focus on 
the tasks at hand rather than my own personal agendas. For a lack of 
better words, I learned to pick my battles carefully, never making 
mountains out of molehills.   

Ricardo Rincon, 
Accessories Division Chief

Profiles in 
Professionalism 
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Hometown:
I am from Ingleside currently living in Beeville, Texas. 

Brief Job Description: 
I work as the Facilities Plumbing Specialist at CCAD. I am a Texas State Licensed Master 
Plumber and certified Backflow Prevention Assembly Tester. My duties are trouble 
shooting plumbing service request, planning / estimating work orders, expediting materials, 
quality assurance, and Contracting Officer Representative duties.

What has been your greatest CCAD achievement? 
My greatest achievement at CCAD would be to continue providing code approved safe 
plumbing systems to the CCAD community by coordinating with CCAD Personnel, 
Licensed Plumbers, Contractors, and Vendors.

Who has been your biggest influence at CCAD?
While working at CCAD Colonel Carlile has been my greatest influence due to his strong 
leadership and commitment to the Army’s mission. 

What do you enjoy most about working at CCAD?
I enjoy working with a variety of personnel to provide a quality work environment at 
CCAD to support the Army’s mission to protect the Warfighter. 

 What is your personal professional motto?
A good name is to be chosen rather than great riches, and favor is better than silver or gold. 
Proverbs 22:1Mike Barreto

Facilities Plumbing Specialist

Hometown: 
I'm from Columbus, Mississippi located in northeast Mississippi. I graduated from Mississippi State University a few 
years ago with a Bachelor of Science degree in Microbiology.

A brief description of your job: 
My current job is conducting environmental compliance audits in the work centers for CCAD to maintain readiness in 
annual inspections. I mentor work centers into complying with both Federal and State of Texas Environmental 
Regulations as well as any Navy requirements. I also prepare equipment for removal, relocation, arrival, etc. at CCAD.

What has been your greatest CCAD achievement? 
I'm the Environmental Compliance Audit Lead which has given me an opportunity to teach coworkers and employees in 
the work centers information I have learned. It's a good feeling to share knowledge with others to hopefully enrich their 
environmental experience.

Who has been your biggest influence at CCAD? 
This is a tough one because there are so many intelligent and hard-working individuals here at CCAD. I can't say it's only 
one person as I've learned from Directors, Division and Branch Chiefs, members of the TEAMs, contractors, artisans 
from the work centers, and my coworkers.

What do you enjoy most about working at CCAD? 
I enjoy the challenges which always makes the day interesting along with the helpful attitudes should I need to request a 
work center to correct an issue involving an environmental matter.

What is your personal professional motto?
I believe that you should try your hardest to treat others as you would want others to treat you.

Debbie Smith
Environmental 
Protection 
Specialist
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AWARDS AROUND YOUR DEPOT

Lt. Cmdr. Craig Clutts 
receives Certificate of 
Appreciation. 

Gunnery Sgt. Richard Maus 
presents Col. Carlile with a 
Toys for Tots Plaque.

Antonio Trejo receives 
Certificate of Appreciation.

Carzell Campbell Sr. 
receives Memorandum of 
Appreciation.

Benny Messer receives 
Certificate of Appreciation.

Albert Sanchez receives 
Certificate of Appreciation.

Mike Abrego receives 
Certificate of Appreciation.

Andrew Gonzalez receives 
Certificate of Appreciation.

Enrique Rodriguez receives 
Certificate of Appreciation.
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Shauna Cavazos receives 
Certificate of Appreciation.

Larry Ochoa receives 
Certificate of Appreciation.

James McNeil receives 
Certificate of Appreciation.

Lawrence Rush receives 
Certificate of Appreciation.

James Ortega receives 
Certificate of Appreciation.

CCADers show their pride, representing the 
depot at this years 4th of July Parade 

downtown!
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AH-64 Apache Fleet Recognition

Working together as a team, these employees 
provided leadership, technical engineering 
expertise, logistical and shop support to 
accomplish the development, coordination 
and production of a critical repair in a timely 
fashion.  Their efforts have resulted in the 
rapid return of U. S. Army aircraft assets to 
operational status in order to meet command 
readiness requirements. Kudos!

Machine Shop   
Thomas Castellanos 
Juan Flores  
Eddie Lopez

Jig/Fixtures    
Narciso Martinez 

AMRDEC
Noel Castillo
Tony Cereceres
Mark Velazquez
Ron Walterick
Gregory Eisenhauer (SAFR contractor)
Ernie Powell (AMRDEC Contractor)

NDT 
John Quesada 

Composite Bond 
Martin Perez 
Ruben 
Delgadillo  
Nestor Barrera 
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AROUND THE DEPOT!

ASAP Office 
does a DWI demo 
for employees in 

Bldg. 8.

CCAD’s Alcohol Substance Abuse Program (ASAP) work in 
conjunction with Host Command (NAS) to provide training 
to young active duty service members. CCAD ASAP is 
always willing to help promote the dangers of DWI!

Department of Defense Value 
Engineering Achievement Award 

U.S. Army Material Command 
(AMC), Major Subordinate 
Commands (MSCs) and supported 
Program  Executive Offices (PEOs) 
successfully executed numerous Value 
Engineering studies, implemented one 
hundred and sixty Value Engineering 
Proposals (VEPs), and exceeded the 
annual savings objective of $15.6M by  
$14.6M, or 193 percent.

Pictured (l to r): Danielle Finley, CCAD; Jennifer 
Bennett, AED; Kevin Rees, AED; BG John 
Wharton, AMC; Patrice Puckett, CCAD; Mark 
Velazquez, AED; Pat Kelley, ED
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(l to r) Thomas Santos, Danny Bowman, George Martin, Felix Salazar and Guadalupe 
Garcia are among the top 10 performers at CCAD! Not pictured are: Douglas Ammon, 
Antonio Trejo, James Dussliere, Robert Brackhahn and Arnold Amaya. Photos by 
Nicole Plascencia

Zero Defects: CCAD’s Top 10 Performers
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PREVENTION IN THE NEWS...
Do not drink alcohol and swim, surf, fish from rocks, operate a boat or personal water craft….WATER 

AND ALCOHOL SIMPLY DO NOT MIX!

101 Days of Summer

There is a range of physical changes which occur when an individual consumes alcohol and then
engages in aquatic activity. These include but are not limited to:

SPASM OF THE VOCAL CHORDS
Water in the windpipe triggers a reflex 
closure of the windpipe. Alcohol 
increases the chance that a spasm of the 
vocal chords will occur, snapping the 
airway closed. The combination of water 
and alcohol can lock the airway closed, 
making breathing difficult.

LACK OF COORDINATION
Alcohol numbs the senses particularly 
sight, sound and touch. When these 
senses fail, the stumbles and stutters kick 
in and swimming abilities may be 
altered.

DISTURBANCE OF THE INNER 
EAR
Fluid in the ear is responsible for 
balance. Alcohol and a sudden change in 
temperature can led to disorientation. 
Diving into the water is a perfect 

HYPOTHERMIA
Alcohol increases blood flow to the arms and legs, even 
when the body would normally try to stop this action to 
save from heat loss. If you fall into cold water under the 
influence of alcohol, hypothermia could potentially occur.

IMPAIRED REACTION TIME
As a depressant, alcohol reduces the rate the brain 
processes information. Ordinary reactions simply take 
longer. On the water, a quick response is vital.

IMPAIRED JUDGEMENT
Alcohol distorts your perception of risk, and your own 
abilities. With less accurate information pouring into the 
brain, you’re not as well equipped to make the right 
decisions.
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By Nicole Ostrow, Bloomberg News
A new study finds prescription painkiller abuse 

jumped 75 percent between 2002 and 2010. Men and 
adults ages 26 to 49 were most likely to abuse 
prescription painkillers.

Bloomberg News reports the study is the first to 
examine who is likely to abuse prescription painkillers, 
and how often it occurs. The study found more than 
15,000 people overdosed on painkillers and died in 
2009—more than double the number in 2002.

“Chronic nonmedical use is increasing and these 
drugs have very dangerous risks,” study author 
Christopher Jones of the Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention’s Injury Center told Bloomberg News. 
“As sales of these drugs have gone up so has the 
unintended adverse events.” These events include 
overdoses, deaths, emergency room visits and addiction, 
he said.

Prescription Painkiller Abuse Surged in U.S., Study Finds

The study, published in the Archives of 
Internal Medicine is based on data from the 
National Survey on Drug Use and Health, 
which provides national estimates on substance 
abuse. The researchers found 3.8 per 1,000 
people said they used prescription painkillers 
for nonmedical purposes for 200 days or more 
in 2009-2010, compared with 2.2 per 1,000 in 
2002-2003. That represents a 75 percent 
increase. The study took population growth into 
account, the authors noted.

Men who used prescription painkillers for 
non-medical purposes for 200 or more days 
annually rose 105 percent from 2002 to 2010. 
Among adults ages 26 to 34, the rate jumped 81 
percent, the article notes. Among teens 12 to 17, 
non-medical use of painkillers dropped 26 
percent during those years. Overall, almost one 
million people reported using pain relievers 
non-medically for 200 days or more in 
2009-2010, while 4.6 million people used them 
for 30 days or more. The researchers conclude 
that “these findings underscore the need for 
concerted public health and public safety action 
to prevent non-medical use of these drugs.
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